
 

 

 
 

410 ARROYO DRIVE 
 

SOUTH PASADENA 
 
 
Style: French Revival 
 
Year Completed: 1941 
 
Architect:   Van Pelt & Lind, Pasadena.  Please see the attached biographical material on Garrett 
Van Pelt, Jr., and his partners.   
 
Builder: Howard H. Allen 
 
First Owner: Louis Clifford Leonard who shared the house with his wife Clara O. Leonard.   
Mr. Leonard was born in Massachusetts on March 20, 1858 and had worked in the clothing 
industry in Chicago.  He was retired and in his eighties when he commissioned this house to be 
built.  No additional information could be found about him in local libraries or during a brief 
Internet search.  Like many wealthy Easterners of the time, Mr. and Mrs. Leonard may have 
intended to use their South Pasadena property as a winter home, spending the bulk of the year in 
a permanent home back east.   
 
Mr. Leonard died on March 18, 1948, just two days short of his ninetieth birthday.  No obituary 
could be found for him in the Los Angeles Times, Pasadena Star-News, or the South Pasadena 
Review.  Mrs. Leonard, born Clara Olivia Benson in Sweden on April 7, 1872, continued to live 
in the Arroyo Drive house after her husband’s death.  She passed away on January 26, 1958 at 
the age of 85.   
 
Original Building Permit: #9983, issued by the City of South Pasadena on March 19, 1941 for 
a two-story frame and stucco residence.   
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Cost to Build: $16,000–a typical cost for a house of this size in South Pasadena at the time. 
 
Other Building Permits: In August and October 1958, new appliances and electrical outlets 
were installed in the kitchen.   
 
Construction of a swimming pool was permitted in June 1961.  The Landon Crane Pool 
Company was to be the contractor for this project, valued at $3,000.   
 
Assessor’s Records: The Los Angeles County Assessor first visited the property on  
November 25, 1941 and recorded a single two-story residence and garage.  The house had a 
concrete foundation, walls of stucco over a wood frame, a hipped shingled roof of “good” 
quality, and steel sash with copper screens.  Heat was provided by a single fireplace with a 
marble hearth and a blower furnace.  There were fifteen “good”-quality plumbing fixtures.  
Electrical fixtures were also rated “good.”  Interior finishes included plaster, putty, paint, and 
Sanitas paper.  The hallways and dining room had wallpaper.  The Assessor commented that the 
house had no hardwood trim, but that the rooms were “large.”  There was a built-in water 
filtering system.   
 
The Assessor estimated the square footage at 3,742.  On the first floor were three living rooms 
(one was probably a dining room), one bedroom, one and two-thirds bathrooms, a kitchen, and a 
breakfast room.  The second floor contained three bedrooms, one dressing room, and two tiled 
bathrooms.  The house had a total of eight hardwood floors.  There was also a basement that 
measured twelve by seventeen feet and was five feet deep.  The garage, measuring 
approximately 21 feet square, had a concrete floor, stucco walls, a hipped shingled roof, and a 
plastered interior. 
 
The Assessor returned in 1961 to note the completion of the swimming pool.  Measuring 
approximately fifteen by forty feet, it had a diving board, heater, and marine light.     
 
The Los Angeles County Assessor currently estimates the square footage of the house at 3,718.  
Copies of the Assessor’s records are attached. 
 
Other Owners and Residents: After Mrs. Leonard’s death, the house was sold in June 1958 to 
Dr. Clayton G. Loosli, who shared it with his wife Jean R. (Pederson) Loosli and their twin sons.  
Dr. Loosli was born on March 18, 1905 in Idaho.  He received his M. D. degree from the 
University of Chicago where he subsequently held a number of appointments.  He also served as 
a consultant to the Secretary of War and the U.S. Public Health Service.  An authority on the 
treatment of respiratory diseases, he belonged to many professional organizations and wrote a 
number of journal articles.  In 1957 Dr. Loosli was named dean of the  University of Southern 
California school of medicine.  An attached article from the Los Angeles Times details this 
appointment.  Mrs. Loosli, a native of Utah, was very active in the League of Women Voters, 
hosting a number of luncheons and events at her home.  Dr. Loosli died on June 27, 1976 at the 
age of 71.  Mrs. Loosli became sole owner of the Arroyo Drive property in March 1978.   
 
Paul and Jeannine Lecompte have been the owners since February 2001.      
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Notes: The current owners have the original plans and specifications for the house, as well as a 
framed color rendering of the exterior done by Van Pelt & Lind’s office.   
 
The interior of the Leonard house has many fine original architectural details, including lath-and-
plaster walls; pocket doors; redwood paneling in the library; many built-in shelves and storage 
units in the living room, family room (once known as the “playroom”), dining room, breakfast 
room, and bedrooms; cedar-lined closets; prominent carved wood molding (mostly painted 
California white pine) around doors and windows and along wall surfaces; oak floors; Regency-
style wrought-iron stair railing, with gold finials and rosettes; and Gladding-McBean tile in the 
bathrooms.    
 
Except for modernization of the infrastructure, very few changes have been made to the house 
since it was first built.  A former sleeping porch adjacent to the master bedroom appears to have 
been enclosed with glass at some point.  Bathroom and kitchen fixtures have been updated. 
 
The historic Garfias Spring originates on this property.  It was the source of water for South 
Pasadena’s earliest residents, the Hahamonga Indians: Native-Americans who lived in seven 
extended family units or villages in the area.  Spanish explorers and missionaries, such as Don 
Crespi, also stopped there for refreshment.   Don Manuel Garfias, the first owner of the 14,000-
acre Rancho San Pasqual, built a “grand adobe hacienda”for his bride Senorita Luisa Avila in 
1853 at what is now 424 and 430 Arroyo Drive. He undoubtedly used the site because of its 
proximity to the Spring.  The first non-native children on the Rancho were born at the two-story 
Garfias Adobe.   
 
The existence of the Spring has been mentioned in written historical sources as far back as 1770.  
It would later serve as the main water source for the new community of Lincoln Park.  The 
Garfias Spring is now enclosed in concrete and visible through a grill.  Several documents on the 
Spring are attached: a short article published in the South Pasadena Quarterly; a history of the 
neighborhood written many years ago by Charles Gibbs Adams who once lived at 440 Arroyo 
Drive; and a 1995 report by Glen Duncan nominating the Garfias Spring to City Landmark 
status. 
 
Significance: The City of South Pasadena’s Cultural Heritage Inventory includes the Leonard 
house as a contributor to a potential Arroyo Drive historic district.    
 
The site of the Garfias Spring has been recognized as South Pasadena Landmark #38.  It is 
described as “the oldest and most historic place in the city [which] provided water for an early 
Indian encampment and attracted later colonial settlement and the first fine residence [the 
Garfias Adobe] on the Rancho San Pasqual.”    
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Sources: 
 Los Angeles County Assessor (South El Monte district office and Los Angeles archives) 
 Los Angeles Public Library 

City of Pasadena, Planning and Development Department (Design & Historic 
Preservation Section) 

 Pasadena Public Library 
 Pasadena Museum of History (Research Library and Archives) 
 City of South Pasadena, Building Department 
 South Pasadena Public Library 
 
 Gebhard, David and Robert Winter.  An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles. 
  Salt Lake City, Gibbs-Smith, 2003. 
 McAlester, Virginia and Lee.  A Field Guide to American Houses.   
  New York, Knopf, 1984. 
 Who’s Who in California, 1928/29. 
  
 City Directories: 1941- 
 
 Los Angeles Times: October 20, 1957 
 Pasadena Star-News: November 2 and 4, 1972 
 South Pasadena Quarterly: Summer 1994 
 
 
 
 
 
Tim Gregory 
The Building Biographer 
400 East California Blvd., #3 
Pasadena, CA  91106-3763 
626-792-7465 
timgregory@sbcglobal.net 
www.buildingbiographer.com   
 
Copyright  
2006 
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GARRETT VAN PELT, Jr. 
Architect 

 
Garrett Beekman Van Pelt, Jr., was born in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin on August 8, 1879, the son of Garrett and 
Lavinia (White) Van Pelt.  He was educated at the Chicago 
Art Institute's School of Architecture and at the Armour 
Institute of Chicago.  After graduation in 1912, he traveled 
extensively in Europe for eighteen months, sketching the 
local architecture, especially that of Paris and Rome.  This 
early exposure to European designs undoubtedly influenced 
his later penchant for period revival styles. 
 
Upon moving to Pasadena in 1915, Van Pelt entered into 
partnership with Sylvanus Marston. (In 1921 they took on 
another partner, Edgar Maybury.)  An interesting comment 
on the firm of Marston and Van Pelt, can be found in 
Around Pasadena by Sills and Manion: "During the 1920s 
no architectural firm had more influence in Pasadena than 

the firm of Marston and Van Pelt.  Although they did not expound upon a new architectural 
form, they showed amazing ability in their prolific and versatile designs..."   
 
Van Pelt was, in the words of a fellow architect, the artist of the firm, bringing a sense of scale 
and lightness to Marston's predominantly dark and heavy designs.  In the 1920s he participated 
in the firm's commissions for the Pasadena Athletic Club at the northwest corner of Los Robles 
and Green (now demolished), the Security-Pacific Building on Colorado, Turner-Stevens 
Mortuary at Holly and Marengo, the Warner Building with its spectacular terra-cotta decoration 
at 477 East Colorado, and many others during the time when Marston, Van Pelt and Maybury 
created the commercial and cultural setting for the new Civic Center.  Van Pelt's own singular 
contribution to the output of the firm was the Peters Building on the northwest corner of Euclid 
and Green (now also demolished).  Several other designs are also attributed to him: the unique 
Grace Nicholson Building on Los Robles (now the Pacific Asia Museum), the Spanish Colonial-
style Hill Avenue and Colonial-style Santa Catalina Branch Libraries, and the Gothic-style 
Westminster Presbyterian Church.   
 
Van Pelt was active in professional organizations and in local social life, being a member of the 
Architectural Club of Los Angeles, the Flintridge Country Club, the Pasadena Athletic & 
Country Club, and the Cauldron men’s club.  Never married, he lived for many years with his 
mother in a Pasadena home he designed for them at 1212 South El Molino Avenue in 1926.  
 
In 1927 Van Pelt left the Marston firm and, although he continued to design buildings under his 
own name, formed a partnership with George J. Lind (1891-1963).  Van Pelt's major residential 
work during this period included the Peters residence (1926), the Staats and Campau residences 
(both 1929), and the Norris residence (1930).  In 1926 Van Pelt published a book entitled Old 
Architecture of Southern Mexico.  It is full of photographs that he took during his extensive 
travels there.   
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The firm of Van Pelt & Lind was responsible for much of the development of Santa Anita Oaks 
in Arcadia during the 1930s.  They also designed low-cost housing in Palm Springs.  Jurgensens 
Market on California Blvd. in Pasadena was another of their projects (later remodeled into Wild 
Oats market).  The Owsley house (1935), the Robert Bassett house (1937), and the Louis 
Leonard house (1941) are considered three of their most important residential designs.  The 
partnership was dissolved in 1941, whereupon Van Pelt went into business for himself.  
After World War II, Van Pelt returned to Mexico and bought a house in San Miguel de Allende.  
However, he soon returned to the United States, settling in the Sierra Madre Villa area where he 
in 1946 designed a concrete-block house for himself at 1492 Old House Road which the 
Assessor described as “Aztec” in style.  Van Pelt later built a house in Montecito where he 
subsequently moved in the mid-1950s.  He executed his last large commission there--the Armour 
house, designed for the heir of the Armour Packing Co.   
 
In 1964, Van Pelt was made a fellow of the American Institute of Architects, that group’s highest 
award.  His certificate described him as “an architect of distinction [who] worked with unusual 
personal sensitivity and with real understanding of the architecture of the period from which he 
was drawing his inspiration.”   
 
Van Pelt officially retired in 1970 and died in Montecito on October 31, 1972 at the age of 93.   
A collection of his drawings can be found at the Art Museum of the University of California, 
Santa Barbara.  
 
 
Tim Gregory 
The Building Biographer 
400 East California Blvd., #3 
Pasadena, CA  91106-3763 
626-792-7465 
timgregory@sbcglobal.net   
www.buildingbiographer.com   
 
Copyright 2010 
By Tim Gregory 
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